Country Presents Case History of Shi! 


From a Dictatorship to Communism 



Sydney Gruson, who has just re 
turned to his post as The , New 
York Times correspondent in Max- 
ico City from a trip to Guatemala, 
presents here a report on Quote 
mala as a case history, of a conn 
try y s swing from a traditional 
Latln-A-merican dictatorship to a 
Communist-influenced Government. 

^ By SYDNEY GRTJSON- 


Special to Thi N«w Yotx Timm. 


eo. xa -r uur* 
ing the feudal "slumber fti Which 
Guatemala existed under the re- 
gime of Gen. Jorge Ublco, from 
1830 to 1844, the law and the gen- 
eral were one. He traveled ardund 
the f country dispensing justice on 
the Spot and, as often ps not, de- 
ciding on a man’s guilt or Inno- 
cence by the "cut" of his face. The 
general liked to consider himself 
the "father of the .people”- -VV:". 

. : There were In Guatemala at that 
time only the, poor and, the rich, 
and the rich were ;• very rich and 
very few, while the poor were very 
poor and plentiful. The country 
was perhaps as much as 80 per 
cent illiterate and the great bulk 
of the Indian peasants, two-thirds 
of the country’s 2,760,000 popula- 
tion, were living as serfs of the big 
landowners. Things were not muoh 
better in the cities. 

Revolutionary Movement [ 

It was against this background 
that the Revolutionary Movement 
began to stir itself during'the Sec- 
.ohd World War, long after most 
other Latin-Afnerican countries 
had started to shake off the residue 
from hundreds of years of Spanish 
colonialism. And it Is against this 
background that the emergence of 
the Guatemalan Communist move- 
ment, and its- rise to become' per- 
haps the strongest organized pow- 
er in the land, must be considered. 

General trbico had;, twice ‘ found 
excuse* to .overcome the constitu- 
tional bar against ‘/s' president's 
buc^ed ljg jh^ rhself . ^Un^ty . onj un e 

lifted', fe^Rljfw^elgnecF'f;^ 



valo issumed. 


Arevalo’s Policies 

!»A school teacher - by-professio^, 
Arevalo had served lnra numbe 
minor official posts iindeiT tti 
and ill 1836 as one of his 

BfiCrft+ftHftH. mv llrwl 


mala voluntarily for a teaching Jo 
in Argentina’s Universidad dq 1 t 
Plata. •• 

Arevalo returned ‘ to , Guatemal i 
With a vague political* philosoph r 
of . social reform based on slogar 1 
of the' revolution. But It was essen- 
tially only a frame of a philosophy 
and the Communists crushed to to 
give it substance.- 7, 

By then the Mexican revolution 
had failed its : original . promise of 
a Communist success. It was nat- 
ural that the Communists should 
seek a new proselytizing oppor- 
tunity, and Arevalo proved a rich 
ground for their seeds. VlCente I 
Lombardo Toledano, at that time 
leader of the Mexican labor move- 
ment, shuttled back and forth be- 
tween Mexico City and Guatemala I 
as Arevalo’s guest. 

Gradually the school teacher 
president took on more and more 
or the Communists' colors. With 
Lompardo as his political mentor 
he encouraged the Guatemalan 
group that stood on ’the far left 
of the revolutionary ‘ movement! 
The group was headed- bjr Josd 
Manuel Fortuny and it was finally 
to emerge openly seven years later, 
on Juiie . 21, 1,860. as the Commu- 
nist party.' % ' 
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